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EIU CASE STUDY SELECTED NATIONAL FINALIST
CHARLESTON, IL.--"Strategic Analysis of the Economic
Development for Robinson and Crawford County," a Small
Business Administration case study submitted by two former
Eastern Illinois University honor students, was a national
finalist in the Small Business Institute Case of the Year
award competition.
Foster Rinefort of Charleston, associate professor in
Eastern's Department of Management and Marketing, was the
faculty advisor to Kent E. Melum, son of Mr. and Mrs. Austen
Melum of Winfield, and John F. Summers, son o f Mr . a n d Mrs.
John Summers of Keensburg, who completed the c a s e s t udy.
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Eastern's project was among three chosen as a runner-up
to the national winner and had previously won first place in
the SBI's Great Lakes regional competition and received the
Outstanding SBI Award at the state level.
"It is quite an honor to have had Eastern's project
selected as a national finalist among the hundreds of
submissions by schools throughout the country, said Al
Messenger, Director of Eastern's Business Development Center,
who overees administration of all SBI projects and acts as
liaison between SBI clients and the Small Business
Administration.
The project submitted by Melum and Summers is phase one
of a model program for communities to use in structuring
their activities for economic development, said Messenger.
He said Melum and Summers developed a plan for the
Robinson Economic Development Committee identifying
industries that would be likely prospects for services and
products provided by the expansion of an exisiting industry
in Robinson or the addition of a new industry based in the
Crawford County community.
"Their project places proper emphasis on community
initiative as the springboard for economic development.
Their recommendations describe practical activities that
communities can employ to organize local s upport for tha t
initiative," Messenger said.
Melum, a 1985 graduate of West Chicago Community High
School, is a 1989 Eastern graduate and is employed at
Caterpillar, Peoria.
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Summers, a 1985 graduate of Mt. Carmel High School, also
graduated from Eastern in 1989 and works for Hyster
Corporation, Danville.
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